THE GRAND DUCHY OF WARSAW
to your country, which has so much interested me in your
behalf, and has given you so many claims to my esteem
and protection, on which you may depend under all
circumstances."
Napoleon's Polish Volunteers, under Poniatowski,
fought with the utmost courage. They formed the fifth
corp of the Grande Annfe, and distinguished themselves
at die battles of Smolensk, Borodino, Kalouga and else-
where. They suffered most in the disastrous retreat that
followed, and of the total 80,000 not more than 3,000
returned to Poland. The Russians captured Warsaw;
the Grand Duchy was extinguished; and the Czar
took possession of its territories. Nevertheless Ponia-
towski, who remained faithful to Napoleon, succeeded
in raising a fresh Polish force of some 15,000 men,
who fought in all his succeeding campaigns. The re-
mainder of them were even present at Waterloo. But
before then they had lost their courageous and resourceful
leader, Poniatowski, who died after die disaster of Leipsic,
and only four days after he had received his baton as a
Mar&hal de France. In the retreat after the bade the
bridge over the river Elster had been blown up, leaving
die main body of the Poles on the wrong side. Many of
them attempted to escape by swimming the stream, and
Poniatowski was drowned. It is believed that he desired
deadi, and found it in this fashion. " God," he is said
to have exclaimed, " has given the honour of the Poles
into my keeping, and only unto God will I give it up !"
The whole of Poland was now in die hands of Russia,
including bodi the Austrian and the Prussian provinces.
The Czar Alexander lost no time in making it known
that his intentions towards the Poles were of die most
generous nature. In April 9, 1814, the veteran Kos-
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